
The Buhl COVID 19 Operating Plan is now available on the district website. The plan was prepared by a 

committee that included building administrators, teachers, Special Education personnel, district office 

and maintenance and technology department heads, a trustee from the school board, with input from a 

representative of the South Central Public Health Department (SCPHD). The plan aligns with the 

Governor’s Idaho Back to School’s Framework 2020 and has been approved by the SCPHD.  

We are continuing to work on the details of the plan and how it will be implemented in each building 

with consideration for the different age groups of kids and the different configurations of those 

buildings. The plan emphasizes the three most important variables that help control the spread of the 

virus: hand cleaning and disinfecting, social distancing, and wearing masks, which our plan HIGHLY 

RECOMMENDS, but does not (at this time) require. We hope to solicit the support of our students, their 

parents, as well as our staff to implement these strategies with fidelity to ensure that we can create the 

safest environment possible while recognizing the concepts of individual freedom and choice.  

The instructional strategies to be used in the district will be determined by the level of community 

spread and/or the spread of the virus that occurs in our schools. We are working closely with South 

Central Public Health Department to make those determinations based on their data. Their 

recommendations will help determine whether we can open and run our schools in a traditional manner 

with face to face instruction, or whether we will experience temporary closures. If the spread of the 

virus becomes extensive, the closures will extend for greater periods of time and the instructional model 

will be adjusted to provide for the greatest degree of safety. This may include implementing a 

“modified” schedule with half of our students attending school on alternate days. It is our hope that we 

can avoid a longer term and complete closure like was imposed last spring.  

Additionally, we hope to make available to students an on-line alternative that will allow students to 

receive and complete coursework at home for those families who are not comfortable sending their 

children to school. We are working with the Idaho Digital Learning Academy to offer this option.  

We are preparing to launch a Parent Survey in an effort to obtain parent feedback. A link to the survey 

will be posted on the website and a message with the link sent to all parents via text messaging.  

 

Wil Overgaard, Superintendent 


